THE STEWARDSHIT OF SCULS

A steward is "a person entrusted with the management of estates or affairs

not his own." This is a zreat and prominasnt Bible doctrine and one that has
h

not seemed to receive the emyhasis in our teaching and thinking that it should.
Stewardship is a principle which every zerson who would be pleasing to God
must recognize. It is, however, a principle that offends the pride of man,

and the majority of people refuse to recognize it. Stewardship implies that

man does not own anything, that he is only taking care of the property of
God, and that he must give account to God for the way he handles this pro-

perty. Proud men do not want such responsibility and accountability.

Everything in heaven and on earth belongs to God. "Behold the heaven and

the heaven of heavens is tie Lord's thy Jod, the earth also, with all that

therein is.™ Duet. 10:1%. CQurs is not ours. Jehovah says, "All the earth

is mine." Exodus 19:5.

Even though the human being who live on the earth have gone astray from God
1

and even though their allegiance belongs to Satan, stil

by rizht of creation. "The earth is the Lord's and the fullness thereofl:
< iz K
the world, and they that dwell therein.' Psalms 24:1. hristians belong to

God in a double sense. In addition to being God's by creation, they are his

by redemption, bought by the precious blood of Jesus Christ. "The church of
J iy Y & o
the Lord, which he hath purchased witl his own blood." Acts 20:2¢. '"Ye were
not redeemed with corruptible things. . . but with the precious blood of
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Christ." 1 Pet 1:18-19. DBoth body and the spirit of the Christian helong
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¥ God in your body, and in your spirit, which are
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to God, "Therefore glori

God's." 1 Cor 6:20.

Since divine ownership in earthly affairs implies human stewardship in those

affairs, let us see what the Bible teaches about the stewardship of huwman

Preaching the gospel is a grave responsibility. The New Testament sonmetimes
speaks of human beings ss=ving other human beings. Man is not the savior of
men, but he saves only in the sense that he brings to others the zospel
which is the power of God unto salvstion. Rom 1:16. Paul spoke of saving
imns may rescue erring children of

others, and James teaches that Ch

r
God and thus save them. James 5:19-
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ditch." Mat
teaches us t

James 3:1

Jesus

gachers of errvor and the effect their teaching would have upon
said: "If the blind lead the blind, both shall fall into the

t 15:14, What a responsibility rests upon the preacher! James

hat those who teach the word will receive a heaver Judgment.

A careful reading of Paul's instructions to Timothy will impress anew upon
our minds the serious task faced by the preacher. He is to preach the word.
He is to "reprove, rebuke, and exhort with all longsufferinzg and doctrine,"
and he is to be Iaithful in doing this even though men turn aside from the
truth and follow fables. 2 Tim L4:1-4. He is to strive with 2ll of his might

to be a workman whom God approves
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and Jjoke about the religion of another person, however erroneous it may bhe.

It is a sacred thing to him. Leading men away from error to the light of
truth 1s no easy task and is not to be taken lizhtly. When a preacher pro-
claims the certain doom of the impenitent he should not give them the impress-
ion that he is glad of their condemnation, but should preach in such a way
that they will be convinced of his concern for their sculs. By careful pre-
paration, by living faithful, and by earnest and faithful preaching, the
evangelist of the gospel will prove that he is 2 zood steward.

God provided for a group of men to be aypointed in the local church. . . .

men with specified gualifications. In each church God entrusts to these men

the care of his redeemed children. The souls which God entrusts to these
bishoeps are God's souls. . bought with the nreciocus blood of his only be-
gotten son. Speaking of these men and their qualifications, Paul sald; "For
a bishop must be blameless, as the steward of God." Tit. 1:7. The close re-
lationship existing between these men and the other mewbsrs of the church is
emphasized in this passcge: "Obey ther that have the rule cover vou, and sub-
mit yourselves: for they watch for wvour souls, as they fthat must give account
that they may do it with joy and not with grief: for that is unprofitable for
vou.'" Heb. 13:17
The work of the elders calls for a sympathetic understanding between them and
the souls for which they watch. It demands constant and patient care and
watchfulness. It calls for an accurate knowledge of the YWord of God., It
calls for work that can never be done by any number of business meetings,
though such mestings are. The dmportant work of elders is des
the Tew Testament by reference to these men as pastors or shepherds.
elders at Ephesus Faul szid: "Feed the church." Peter added his ex-
"The elders which are among you I exhort, who am also an elder,
witness of the sufferings of Christ, and also a partaker of the glory
that shall be revealed: feed the flock of God which is amcng you, taking the
oversight thereof, not by constraint, but willingly; not for filthy lucre,
but of a ready mind; neither as being lords over God's heritase, but being
ensamples to the flock." 1 Pet 5:1-3
Faithful elders are precgious
promised reward! "YAnd when
a crown of glory that fadeth not away." 1 Fet 5:k&



¢ shall be held accountable for the souls withi
It is a Christian’s duty to try to win souls. The church is the Lord's army
and every member should be a recruiting officer, constantly watching for an

oprortunity to enlist someone else in this great cavse. Winning those back

who have drifted should also be a great conc

any of you do err from the truth, and one convert him; let him know that he

which converteth the sinner from the error of his way shall saove a soul from

death, and shall hide a multitude of sins.” James 5:19,20

Listen to these words: "Son of man, I have made thee a watchman unto the

house of Israel: therefore hear the word of my mouth, and give them warning
y 3 (=] S

from me. When I say unto the wicked, thou shalt surely die; and thou givest
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him not warning, nor speakest to win the wicked from his wicked way, to save

hisg life; the same wicked man shall die in his iniguity; but his blood will

I require at thine hand. Yet if thou warn the wicked, and he turn not from

s 9
his wickedness, nor from his wicked way, he shall die in his iniguity; but

thou hast delivered thy soul." Eszekiel 3:18-19

There are many ways of leading men to Christ. Living faithfully before themn
is a powerful forcel Handing a friend an attractive pamphlet or lerding a
book is an effective medium. Bringing people to services to hear the gospel
preached has led many to become Christians. Inviting our friends and neigh-
to hear a radio sermon or to watch a television program in which the
gospel is preached has led many to become Christians. Have you even won a
goul for Christ? Will you go to the judgment empty-handed?

ain asked, "Am I my brother's keeper?" This was asked in an effort to evade
his respounsibility. In a real sense we are the keeypers of the souls of others.

May God help us to realize the meaning and importance of the stewardship of

souls.






